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[Data for the following report appeared in the Central American Historical Institute publication
UPDATE, Vol. 6, No. 32 (10/28/87): "A Balance Sheet of Contra Aid, Human and Economic Costs of
the Contra War 1980-1987." Unless otherwise noted, all statistics in the report are from INEC, the
Nicaraguan National Institute of Statistics and Census. (CAHI is an independent research group in
Washington DC, affiliated with the Instituto Historico Centroamericano, Managua. The Institute can
be contacted at the following address: Central American Historical Institute, Intercultural Center,
Georgetown University, Washington, DC 20057.)] From 1980 to June 1987, 43,176 Nicaraguans on
both sides of the war were killed, wounded or kidnapped. Among these casualties are 22,495 dead,
12,065 wounded, and 8,616 kidnapped or captured some 1.25% of the Nicaraguan population, with
deaths alone equalling 0.6%. Putting this toll in perspective President Daniel Ortega said, "If the
United States, with its population of 240 million, were subjected, as we have been for seven years,
to a `low-intensity' war like this, the equivalent number of US victims would be 3 million. And the
equivalent to the 22,000 Nicaraguans who have died would be 1,536,000 US dead...." (Statement
made at International Book Fair, Managua, July 24, 1987). The latter figure, Ortega pointed out, is
larger than the total number of US citizens who died in World War I, World War II, the Korean
War, and Vietnam combined. From 1980 to June 1987, 3,218 civilians lost their lives, 1,579 were
wounded, and 5,676 were kidnapped, for a total of l0,473 civilian casualties. The great majority
of these were campesinos (8,496), followed by health care workers, teachers, student volunteer
workers, agricultural specialists, and government and FSLN officials who worked in outlying rural
communities. Those killed include at least 2,327 women and 331 children under the age of 15. As
of December 1986, 947 children under the age of 15 had been wounded and 586 kidnapped. (For
a study of the nature of attacks on civilians see Witness for Peace's compilation of field reports,
"Civilian Victims of the US Contra War," July 1986-January 1987 and February-July 1987, available
from WFP, PO Box 29497, Washington DC 200l7.) The Nicaraguan military suffered fewer casualties
than the civilian population: 2,496 dead, 6,546 wounded, 961 captured, totalling 10,003 casualties.
Contra losses have also been staggering. Of the 22,495 deaths in the last seven years, 16,781 of
them have been contras. Casualties and captured total 5,919. Until 1983, Nicaraguan Army and
civilian casualties were more than twice that of contra casualties; but from 1984 to the present, as
Nicaragua's defensive capabilities improved, contra casualties increasingly outweighed Nicaraguan
Army and civilian losses. Contra forces totalled 16,500 at their peak and at present are estimated
by Nicaragua's Defense Ministry to number approximately 6,300. This reduction of some 10,000
in contra ranks can be attributed to contra casualties and desertions as well as contras availing
themselves of Nicaragua's amnesty law.

-- End --

©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute.
All rights reserved.

Page 1 of 1

